What is Mission?

When we think of mission we may immediately associate it with
the Great Commuission in Matthew 28. Our focus i1s always on the
action Jesus committed us to do — “go and make disciples.” Here,
I would like to bring your attention to the later part of Mathew
28:20- “till the end of the world.” In this short phrase wit mentions
two important elements — time and geography.

First, we have to understand that God has a tmetable for what
is happening in this world. As mankind’s history goes by He is
accomplishing his plan according to His timetable. At the end of
His timeline this world in which we live will be destroyed. It is
our responsibility, not only to evangelize but to evangelize in
response to the opportunity He created for our generation - with a
sense of urgency. Soon the opportunity will be gone forever, when
His ordained time is past.

Second, we have to understand that He plans to save people of
all nations. In geographic terms, He wants us to evangelize people
all over the world. Tt is not just people in St. Louis... it is people
in the Far East, Africa, South America, and Europe. It is not just
Chinese... it is Caucasians, African Americans, Latinos, Native
Americans, etc. It 1s our responsibility to reach out, not only in our
local community, but also to reach out to other parts of the world.
We should not focus solely on our own church. We should also be
willing to share our resources to help those arcas where they are
not able to evangelize their own people.

This is why our church has a Mission Committee. We
support mission organizations and missionaries; we send out short-
term mission teams; we organize an annual mission conference;
and we encourage brothers and sisters to go to Chinese Mission
Conference and the Urbana Mission Conference. By doing all
these, we want to obey God’s Great Commandment and take part
in His Great Commission.
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